City Pulls Plug On
Groundwater Money

by Dustin Goot
Courant News Writer

Apparently reneging on a
promise it made at the beginning
of this fiscal year, the city has
stated that it will no longer fund
the organization established to
keep track of potential ground-
water problems in Boston,

The Boston Groundwaler
Trust, which oversees the moni-
toring of observation wells that
measure groundwater levels in
the city, had expected its expens-
es this year to be covered by the
cily. Gary Saunders. co-chair of
the trust, said, “Our understand-
ing was that [the city’s Chief Fi-
nancial Officer] Ed Colling had
committed to have the city fund
350,000 of our operating bud-
get.”

MNow the city has stated that the
funding is not available. Lisa
Pollack, a spokesperson for the

aalindl

mayor, said the trust would not
receive any money from the city
during fiscal years 2002 or 2003,
She explained that the trust was
sel up 1o be an independent enti-
ty and that the city never intend-
ed to fund it on an ongoing basis,

The groundwater lrust was cs-
lablished in 1986 to gather infor-
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mation on groundwater levels in
Boston and make it available 1o
the public. Large decreases in
groundwater levels can cause de-
terioration  of wooden pilings
that serve as the structural foun-
dation for many eity neighbor-
hoods.

City Councilor Michael Ross,

who represents argas in the Back
Bay, Beacon Hill and the

Fenway that are susceptible to

groundwater damage, said he
was  present when  Colling
promised to provide funding for
the trust.
However, according io
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