Groundwater
talks continue

Taskforce
hopes action
soon to follow

BY SUSANNA Bal
AssOCIATE EOITON

Susan Scott has lived on
Cazenove Streetw the Elhs negh-
arhoud tor 25 years, butshe didn't
hinow shie was sittiig on a ground-
water “hot spor” until this spring,

15t Charles § t residents|
Mike [Numne | and Peter [Pogorski |
toited the neighbors fora morning
gettogelher and told us all about
sioundwater. Everybody's jaw
dropped. Twasstunned,” said Seott
Due to msutficient groundwater,
some of Baston's historic houses
wnght be - danger of collapsing,
mehuding those owned by Scottand
lier neighbors on St. Charles and
Cazenove streets.

Swce that eye-opening mom-
ing, Scott has transformed from a
groundwater naif to an activist. Af-
ter attending 4 June city m:clms
thatleft ther frustrated, Scottan
letueighbors formed the Ground-
water Emergency Taskforce
(GET) i July. Scott is the new
president. This fall GET hopes
remedial efforts by the city or the

stute will hegin

Hames such as the bk
townhouses i Scatt’'s neighhor-
hood, constvcted on landfill pri-
marily in the 19th century, are buill
an woad pilings (resembling long,
thu, wooden stiltsd surrounded by
carth. If the ground contains suffi-
crent waler, the pilings stay moist
and supportive. IF the gronndwater
level fulls and the pilings diy out,
destructive bacteria “eat” the wood,
compronising the pilings’ ability
ta support the houses sithiug upan
them. I the St. Charles/Cazenove
street area, the grommdwater levels
ase frequently low enough that parts
of the piling are cxposed.

Some residents. including
Pogorski and Scott, believe their
hotspot might be. w part, the result
of the MBTA's building of Back
Bay station and related tracksin the
carly 1980s. In particular, they cite
a leak into which groundwater
flows, and then s pipedofffor waste-
water (reatment instead of returmed
to the ground. Somie estimate that
total deterioration of St. Charles
Street piles may occur within three
to five years.

The newsthat stanned Scott and
lier neighbors is actually old news,
something various ity agencies and
residents have known about, atleast
as u theoretical possibility, for de-
cades In 1940, under the guise of

the Works ngten Adminstration
Program, a* d level sur.

m wm 10 .lddrcss groundwater
The:

vey of cerlain areas of the cily ul’
Boston™ was conducted, nu‘ludmg
a special study “in the vicinity of
the Hotel Lenox.”

Gary Saunders, co-chair of the
Boston Groundwater Trust, formed

Back
ﬂdy hotel, lllz lh: Ellishomes, is
builton piles. And Saunders farn-
ilyhas been addressing the situa-
tion since the 1960s. “We re-
charge,” he said, though he adds
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