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Groundwater levels along Back
Street are low enough 1o threaten
the wood pilings upon which many
homes in the Back Bay rest, ac-
cording to recent readings by the
Groundwater Trust.

Eleven of the 12 observation
wells belween Arlington and
Clarendon Streets on Back Street
in June showed groundwater levels
there 1o be under five feet, the av-

Back Bay's (NABB) Groundwater
Commitiee learmed from the trust
two weeks ago.

A member of NABB's ground-
waler committee who asked 1o re-
main anonymous said the Arling-
ton Streel underpass on Storrow
Drive is in disrepair and is proba-
bly drawing groundwater away
from the Back Street area. Ground-

continued on page 18



Back St.
continued from page |

waler levels fall when siructures
such as sewers, subway wnnels or
highway facilities draw water
away from the pilings

1's an extremely poor repart
thar's indicating something is se-
verely wrong. the first and fore-
most suspect being the wnnel,” the
commitiee “IU's been
belicved that the condition of the
underpass has been in decline for a
number of years.

Gravity causes groundwater 10
drain from wood piles into the un-
derpass cracks in its tun-
nel, which is further below ground
thanthe wood pilings, according to
the source.
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NABB Chairperson Marianne
Castellani said the Metropolitan
Distrct  Commission (MDC)
should address the problem.

“NABB is extremely concemed
about the groundwater issue on
Back Street,” she said. “The seri-

ousness of the water level problem
warrants an immediate walcr
recharging program by the MDC*

The MDC would not comment
specifically on the Back Strcet
groundwater levels because the
sue s under litigation, but the com-
mission is looking into the prob-
lem, according 1o spokesperson
Jay Lachance

“We are cenainly awarc of the
issues and are currently in the
process of assessing and investi-
gating the problem.” he said,
Lachance would not elaborate on
the legal proceedings

Mos1 buildings in the Back Bay
that are more than 80 years old rest
on underground wooden pilings
immersed in groundwater. If the
water level decreases enough to
expase the wood io air the founda-
tions will begin 1o rot. Most foun-
dations need io be submerged in al
least five feet of groundwaicr, ac-
cording to the trust.

Groundwater concems such as
the one on Back Sireet have led 1o
a flurry of public hearings and pos-

sible state assistance for the Trusl.
which installs and monitors ohscr-
vation wells that check proundwa-
ter levels.

NABB and Environment De-
pantment Director Antonia Pollak.
whom the city appointed 10 re-
spond 1o groundwater concerns.
soon hold a public hearing.

“By the end of Seplember or car-
Iy Octaber we will be having an-
otber public meeting, and 1 will be
reporting on our progress o date
and our future plans.” she said. *1
promised 1 would do that. 1 made a
commitment 10 do that

The State House in August
passed the Environmental Bond
Act, which would give the City of
Bosion $1.6 million 10 give to the
Trust, but the organization will not
know if the maney will materialize
for at least ane more month.

The Execitive Office of Envi-
ronmental Affairs (EOEA), the Ex-
ecutive Office of Administration
and Finance and Acting Govemor
Jane Swit will decide within four
10 seven weeks which measures in
the Bond Act to fund. Only $127
million of the $700 million in the
bill can be funded this year be-

in the environmental bond bill are
going 10 get funded.” said EOEA

Doug Pizzi. “If's im-
possible 10 say right now” which
ones will receive funding, he
added.

City Councilors Jim Kelly and
Mike Ross, Pollak and other city
and state officials will meel with
Secetary of Environmental Af-
fairs Robert Durand to push for the

of the funding. The meet-
ing will most likely occur before
the end of September, according to
Kelly.

“1 think the secretary is sympa-
thetic and wants to be helpful. but
we all know money is the issue.”
e said 1 certainly don't wan! to
be overly aptimistic.”
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