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BOSTON GROUNDWATER TRUST (BGwT)                                               
BOARD MEETING                                                                                                    
January 19th, 2023 

 
The Board of Trustees of the Boston Groundwater Trust met in the Patriot meeting room at the 
Lenox Hotel located at 710 Boylston Street, Boston, MA. The Executive Director electronically 
distributed the meeting notice and agenda to the City Clerk at Boston City Hall in accordance 
with the provisions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts’ Open Meeting Law. 
 
Mr. Robert Whitney, co-chair, read the following statement: 
“I, Robert Whitney, co-chair of the Boston Groundwater Trust, am calling this meeting to order 
at 4:15 pm. In accordance with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Order Sus-
pending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, we are conducting this meeting on-line. 
To ensure public access to the deliberations of the BOSTON GROUNDWATER TRUST, the pub-
lic may access this meeting through telephone and video conferencing. Members of the pub-
lic will have an opportunity to ask questions and provide public comment. To do so please, 
“raise your hand” in the application via the Zoom meeting platform. If you are calling in and 
cannot use the platform, you can send your questions to staff via email at csimonelli@bgwt.org 
or via Twitter by tagging the Twitter handle @BOSTONGWT and using the hashtag 
#JAN23MTG.” 
 
The following trustees were present at the Lenox Hotel: 
 
Mr. Peter Shilland, Ellis Neighborhood Association 
Mr. Tim Mitchell, Neighborhood Association of the Back Bay (Arrived at 4:48pm) 
 
The following trustees were present virtually: 
Mr. Robert Whitney, Beacon Hill Civic Association 
Ms. Angie Liou, Asian Community Development Corporation (Left meeting at 5:00pm) 
Ms. Janine Commerford, Greater Boston Real Estate Board  
Ms. Leah Camhi, Fenway Community Development Corporation  
 
Also present at the Lenox Hotel were:  
Mr. Christian Simonelli, Executive Director; Mr. Abdulrhman Almalki, Student from Northeast-
ern University 
 
Also present virtually were: 
Ms. Beatrice Nessen, Boston Preservation Alliance 
Mr. Jagrat Jariwala, PE, Principal Civil Engineer, SkyGeo 
Ms. Jacqueline Salzer, PhD, Director of Technical Services, SkyGeo 
Ms. Katherine Eshel, Chief of Staff, Environment, Energy and Open Space City of Boston 
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1. Presentation from SkyGeo on Geotechnical Monitoring 
 
Mr. Jagrat Jariwala and Ms. Jacqueline Salzer, both of SkyGeo, described InSAR (Inter-
ferometric Synthetic Aperture Radar), a satellite technology used to provide millimeter-
accurate displacement data. This radar image data provides the means for estimating 
relative ground movements. Mr. Jariwala reviewed how this technology could be used 
to acquire data on potential settlement of Boston buildings. He covered the following 
points during his presentation to the Board: 

• A description of how everything – buildings, infrastructure, etc. - is moving on a 
millimeter scale, on a daily to weekly basis, for a variety of reasons including 
settling/subsidence. 

• Insight into current subsidence rates. 
• Analysis of the data can indicate which buildings may be settling. 
• A case study in Amsterdam and how the technology was used to reveal a manual 

surveying error. 
 

Mr. Jariwala and Ms. Salzer took questions during and following the presentation. Dis-
cussion followed. Please see attached copy of presentation for reference.  

 
2. Adoption of November 17th, 2022, Board Meeting Minutes  

 
 Meeting minutes were previously emailed to Board members for review. Discussion 

followed.  
Mr. Mitchell, Trustee moved to adopt the minutes. Mr. Whitney seconded the motion. 

 
Voted: To accept the Board meeting minutes. 
 

3. Financial Report  
 

Mr. Whitney and Mr. Simonelli reviewed the Trust’s financials. Discussion followed.  
 
4. BluCloud Inc. Update and Review of Letter of Intent 
 

Mr. Simonelli updated the Board on the status of the 5 remote readings units currently 
deployed. He noted that 2 new units were shipped and that he would install those in two 
wells. Discussion and review of the letter of intent provided by BluCloud followed. 
 

5. 2023 Trustee Meeting Dates 
 
Mr. Simonelli reviewed the proposed meeting dates for the 2023 Board meetings. Mr. 
Simonelli stated that per the organization declaration of trust the Trustees may schedule 
meetings as deemed necessary, but the Board is only required to meet four (4) times 
each year. Discussion followed. 
The Board decided to maintain the proposed March 16th, 2023, meeting date and revisit 
the proposed 2023 meeting dates as needed.  
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6. Executive Director’s Report 
 

BGwT Executive Director Mr. Christian Simonelli distributed his report. Discussion fol-
lowed. Refer to the attached Executive Director’s Report January 19th, 2023, for a com-
plete list of activities. Discussion followed. 
 

Mr. Mitchell, moved to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Whitney seconded the motion.  
The meeting adjourned at 5:37p.m.  
 
NEXT MEETING: March 16th, 2022 @ 4:00 pm, at the Lenox Hotel with a virtual 
attendance option. 
 

Notes submitted by Christian Simonelli, BGwT Executive Director, 1/23/2023.  
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