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February 12, 2004

Clty Ceunclior Michael! P, Ross
Boston City Council

1 City Hall Pleza, 8" Fioor
Boston, MA 02201

Dear Councilor Ross:

The Boston Groundwater Trust has considerad stegs the City can taxe Lo reise the
level ¢* fne aquifer that protects piles under buildings from bacterlal ro:. This rot can weake:
the urderground plies ‘o the peint where bulldings collapse and have to ba torn down, which
hes happened already the Fenway end Chinalown. H can cause bulldings to nead exoensive
foundation repairs, such as happened to the Boston Public Licrary buliding in the 1920°e.

Part of any stralegy for raising 8nd stabilizing the aquifer involves neture! recharging -—
Istting more raln water enter the ground instead of belng conducted ta Deer Isiand. We belleve
thet one piace this can ba done is uncer sidewalks, If new sidewalks ara constructed with
special draing and drywalls, simllar io septic systers, we are sure It would pu! a substantial
amount of water intc the ground.

By the terms ¢f the Ceclaration of Trust of the Boston Grourdwater Trust, we are
required to “make recommendations regarding short term and long term corrective measures”
1o reduce the risk of damage in the Cliy due the groundwater levels. At the most racent Boston
Groundwater Trustees Meeting, the following reeolution was unanimously pessed:

RESOLVED:;
That wharever the City rebuilds publie sidewalke In land fllled areas, the City
shall install dry weils or other systems to recherge the aqulfer.

If you woulc favor this idea, we request ihal the preposal be assignec to & committes
of he Councli 1o study. We can provido witnesses 1o test/fy about the neec for this measure,
The commlties could draw or the expertise of clty officials on points of design, construetion,
and costs of recharging sidewalks. Wae hope the Counoll would eract ordirances, budgets,
ard alds to the implemsntation of this program.

Thank you for your conas/deration.

Wb G

Gary'L. Saunders Tim . Mitchel
Co-Chairman Co-Chairman
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